            No More Sandbox Communications

A couple of weeks ago I read a piece by Assemblyman Alex DeCroce chiding Democratic assembly members for "cavorting in Atlantic City" at the State Democratic Convention, instead of spending the weekend in Trenton working on the state budget.  This partisan posturing seemed a stretch, given the fact that Republicans as well as Democrats (Rotarians, Social workers, Doctors, Lawyers, Undertakers, Hair Dressers, and all sorts of others) have state conventions, all planned far in advance.

 This week I came across a piece quoting Mr. DeCroce’s partner, Assemblyman Joseph Pennachio, who compared Democrats to scorpions that must eat friendly frogs, "because it is in their nature to do so."  He was dressing up an insult and trying to pass it off as a metaphor, I suppose. 

 As a newcomer to politics, I worry about these sandbox communications.  In the world outside politics, such immature comments may occasionally occur, usually under a stressful deadline or a situation where someone is coming unraveled.  But remarks like these would never be proudly made public, lest the pettiness behind them be exposed.  I am surprised that the 26th district legislators freely offer 6th grade level insults in the public arena.  

New Jersey faces serious and complex issues and concerns that are best addressed through respectful, civil dialogue. In fact, civility in politics ought to set the tone for communication in our entire society.  Schoolyard insults are surely detrimental to the development of any kind of enlightened or advanced society, and certainly should have no place in the State Assembly.  

I hope these will be the last comments of their kind coming from these legislators.
By Avery Hart
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