Country Gourmet Agenda, July 14, 2005

Hello, I am Avery Hart, and I am amazed and delighted to see so many wonderful people gathered here tonight in support of my campaign for State Assembly.  Our circle tonight includes honorable dignitaries, elected officials, candidates, businesspeople, married people, single people, people of every age -  and I think that my mom at 87 is the eldest, and we’ve got Lauren Weltman helping out who is the youngest at 14.  I am aware that each of you is a special person in her or his own right. 

So I am so honored in many ways by your presence – and honored by others who couldn’t be here tonight but their hearts are with us - and that would include Senator Jon Corzine, Linda Halper, and Sherril Smoger-Kessous.

I want to point out the other candidates who came here starting with my fellow Assembly candidates, running in the 25th district – which is the twin district to the 26th.  Here is:
Janice Schindler, She’s a trained lawyer, and mother of 3, who is bringing a fresh perspectives to NJ issues.  Janice is running with Thom Jackson - my metaphoric brother –who took on this race with a passion seldom seen in these parts – I watch Thom, and I can never be tired or whiny –

Jane Bidwell, my fellow social worker and candidate in the 40th district who has been so generous and gracious to me, a newcomer in this arena.

Dana Wefer, Candidate for Morris County Freeholder is here, an extraordinary young leader,  and you heard it here people, this young lady has a future we will be proud if  - 
Kate McCabe, my running mate from Chatham Boro on the other end of our long district.  They made the district to assure a win for themselves, but they didn’t realize that  between the two of us, we’ve got it covered …. 
Lew Candura came out tonight  – he’s our Morris County chair who once told me, his mother raised him to love people – it shows in your heart of gold Lew 

Alison Blake the incoming president of the NJ National Assembly of Social Workers is here – thank you so much 

We got a West Milford contingent, leaders to our north, and a group from Butler and Kinnelon – thank you all - I see women business owner Paula Zimmerman, Paula Maliandi, and of course April Stearns who took a derelict former derelict Go Go bar that exploited women and turned it into a way to help busy people provide quality “home cooked” well, “country gourmet cooked” food to their families – thank you April – 

And I would like to especially honor any man who found his way here tonight – it’s a pleasure to have you.  The event may be titled, Women for Avery Hart, but we’re not exclusive here: We  welcome men who have their values straight – men who love women, and children, and all people, and I call you the true men, because you are the good men of the world. 
We have all come together because 2 remarkable women made a journey to be with us – and I can’t say how amazed and humbled I am to have them.  When you hear even a little about their accomplishments, you will understand how grateful and humbled I am that they support my campaign for State Assembly.  
State Senator Nia Gill has sponsored an array of bills that focus on the public good. Just this one year she’s helped reform our voting process and assuring us a paper trail in NJ and made sure that ordontics and prosthetics are properly covered by health insurance.  She’s helped create resources for care-giving grandparents and women who run small businesses.  And she does it all – not for fame or fortune - but for the public good – which is a theme of my campaign.  Please help me welcome State Senator Nia Gill 
(After REMARKS BY SENATOR GILL)  
Avery:
Before I introduce our next featured guest, I’d like my running mate Kate McCabe, to come up here -  because I want to show you all something.  I came across a drawing of 2 women and I thought it looked a little bit like you and me, Kate!  (hold up the New Jersey flag)

This is no accident:  She’s Liberty and I’m Prosperity! Or is it theother way around?  Thank you, Kate.  
Assemblywoman Joan Quigley from Bergen and Essex County has also generously offered to be with us tonight.  She is the Deputy Speaker in Trenton, currently the chair of the Homeland Security and State Preparedness Committee.  And believe me, we can all feel very good about that - because she is serious about keeping us safe from harm.  But that’s not all; she does so much more.  I read just the titles of the bills that she sponsored over the past year – and believe me, this is one diligent, hard-working woman – a person who has your well-being and all of our well-being on her mind.  Assemblywoman Quigley sponsored 102 bills last year – about all sort of issues.  And as a result – people will now get reimbursement for hearing aids, the privacy of our student’s social security numbers will be protected and we’ll be finally able to deduct health insurance from our taxes.  Her record shines.  
Listen to the title of this bill that Joan sponsored: (read slowly) Prohibits legislative agents from accepting contingency fees to influence legislation or regulation That means she doesn’t let anybody get away with anything fishy!  That’s clean government – That what we need in NJ today - So please welcome the Honorable Assemblywoman, Joan Quigley – 

(After ASSEMBLYWOMAN QUIGLEY remarks) 

Avery: 

You can see now why I am so honored to have these wonderful women with us, supporting my race for state assembly.  
This morning when I read the paper – as often happens – I found a distressing article.  This one was an article of major importance, and yet it ran on Page 10. – Here is the headline: Study Measures Prenatal Exposure to Pollutants.  The article said what I didn’t want to read, and you don’t want to hear:  It said that (quote) “huge and disturbing pollution” (unquote) has reached inside the human body – to the extent that it effects the way the next generation – little new people – will develop and grow.  

I didn’t like this one bit, and neither do you. But it’s a powerful reminder me of why I entered this race – to do what I can to protect our air and water, our children, protect the natural beauty of our district, and in doing so protect our own health from environmental and human degradation.  It’s not ok with me – and its not ok with you I’m sure - that NJ is number one in cancer.  We want to see NJ number one in health, happiness and prosperity that is based on quality of life!  We want to see New Jersey a leader in sound sustainable policy that will produce prosperity that is in harmony with nature – not working against it.  
I decided to enter this race when my opponents opposed a bill that would protect drinking water and air quality for millions of us – the people of New Jersey.  Their failure to lead in a positive direction at a time when the environmental stakes are so high is one of the biggest reasons why they should not be re-hired!  

As a mental health professional, I also hope to bring sanity to our district’s representation  – by standing up for healthy perspectives.  Like Senator Gill and Deputy Speaker Quigley I want to advocate for government in the public good.  I want to end government for the greedy, or government for the benefit of corporations– they already wield such powerful influence of our lives in other ways.  The way I see it: Who will be for the people, if not the government?  Only government can put people above profits – corporations and business interests cannot do so, it’s not what they are all about. Their legal imperative is to gain profits for their stock-holders.  Profits are fine, of course, but not when they are based on a degraded environment and increased health risks for the citizens of our state.
My friends, the stakes are high for the future.  Of course we all know that one Assembly person can’t change the world to make it more humane and clean up every bit of environmental wreckage – but folks, if I get the chance I will do my damnedst to follow the lead of people like Joan Quigley and Nia Gill so we can advance in the direction of green sustainable prosperity and sound cost-effective social policy that really matters to people’s lives. 

And before we leave and go our separate ways - I want to say one more gigantic thank you - and that is to each and every one of  you.   Seeing you gathered here gives me courage and strength for the fight ahead.  This political process really is war with out bloodshed – and I want our balanced, environmental and humane perspective and values to prevail. My goal is to bring wisdom and compassion to the Assembly.  But a victory of our values – the traditional American values - will take each of us, working alone at times, and together at other times to succeed.  The time has come to push extremisms off the cliff and take our place in the decision making process.  Knowing that you are out there working too gives me hope that we are moving forward,  pulling in a positive direction in every human interaction.   Thank you for coming, be well, and good night. 
