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I am Avery Hart and I am so proud to be standing here as your endorsed Assembly candidate for the 26th district.  Your endorsement is a precious honor, especially since I am the daughter of a mother who worked a factory assembly line when I was growing up. My grandfather was a pick and shovel man who had no benefits, and he had a grueling life to prove it.  But a portion of my Mom’s union wages, saved week to week, paid for my college education. Because of her and my dad, I could develop my abilities and live securely, as a middle class American.  

In my work life, I guess you could say I’ve taken the scenic route: I’ve worked all sorts of positions, retail store clerk, office worker, teacher, probation officer, and later book author, community health consultant, arts-in-education consultant, and  psychotherapist, so hopefully I’ve learned a few things along the way.  In the privacy of the therapy room you get an especially close look at what people really require to proceed on a positive path in life, and I guess you can sum it up in 2 words:  human dignity.  
My work has put me in touch with each person’s dignity, each person’s importance, and each person’s yearning to live a fulfilling life.  I have worked with rich and poor, with busy adults, struggling school children, teenagers, families, seniors, and I know the issues that concern people most:  That’s why I can say with assurance that nobody wants to live in a society that values money over human life.  

People want clean air and clean water. They want to send their children to cost-effective schools where kids enjoy learning and discover the best in themselves.  They want decent and affordable health care.  They want the chance to work productively, save and prosper, without having to sacrifice their family relationships on the battlefield of financial desperation. They want the peace of mind that comes from knowing that we are all in this life together; and that as a society, we care about each other, including the weakest and most vulnerable. 

They don’t want pollution or high taxes that yield low benefits, or to be on a treadmill that leaves them out of their own lives, with no time to enjoy life or develop the non-work related parts of their personalities.  They don’t want to scramble to find child care, or to be thrown out or become a burden just because they’ve reached a certain age.  So I guess you could say I believe in that old-fashioned concept called: “The Common Good.”

But that’s not a concept you hear much about anymore.  Instead we hear about globalization – as if there were some magical process – unconnected to human activity and not simply the way we organize business. We hear about down-sizing, cheap labor – which is as derogatory term as I’ve ever heard.  And sadly, we hear complaints that unions want too much pay or too many benefits for their workers.  This, in a time when CEO salaries eclipse the budgets of many small countries, and benefit packages are described as ‘golden!’   

I don’t get it.  When did it become OK to live in million-dollar home and not care that 35 million Americans lack health care?  When did it become OK to foul the land air and water for the sake of private profits?  When did it become OK that someone could read an impressive prospectus and invest money – as I did – in Enron, and when it all collapsed, have no one else to blame but ourselves because there was no other accountability?  
We see how it is now: the rich get richer, the poor get poorer and the middle class pays for it all.  But you know what: That’s not OK.  
And I will go one better:  That disconnected, selfish stance will never lead to happiness.  Again, I state with confidence: As a people, we Americans will not be happy until we bring forward a society with public virtues that money can’t buy: generosity, empathy, and compassion.  My hope is to bring these healthy perspectives into the Assembly, so that our beloved state of New Jersey, my birthplace, will become the shining star of inspiration for the rest of the nation. 

 I know I can do better representing the 26th District than my opponents.  But they are very powerful, and frankly, I am in a David and Goliath kind of contest.  That’s why I need each of you to visit my website www.averyhart.com in the hopes that you can influence the vote of someone in my district.  Your confidence in me and my campaign is as humbling as it is strengthening.  And I pledge to focus my attention on the concerns of working people and their families, with every step I take.  
I thank you for your confidence, from the very bottom of my heart. Thank you so much  
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